
Housing and Neighborhoods
The preservation of cohesive neighborhoods is a fundamental aspect of

thoroughfare planning. When specific streets are designated as thoroughfares,

heavy traffic is minimized on neighborhood streets, thereby minimizing negative

impacts. In order to reduce heavy traffic on residential streets, it is imperative that

new facilities are constructed and deficient facilities are improved.

6du6ational Facilities

The location of educational facilities in Washington County v\/as considered during

the development of the thoroughfare plan. No proposed facilities or improvements

shall displace any school or other educational facility.

Environmental Justice

Environmental justice is define as "the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of

all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income v\/ith respect to the

development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations,

and policies. Fair treatment means that no group of people, including a racial,

ethnic, or socioeconomic group should bear a disproportionate share of the negative

environmental consequences resulting from industrial, municipal, and commercial

operations or the execution of federal, state, local, and tribal programs and
policies."^ An executive order signed by President Clinton in 1994 states that "each

Federal agency shall make achieving environmental justice part of its mission by

identifying and addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse

human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities on

minority populations and low-income populations."^

The following are the four classifications of minorities that are federally recognized:

Black (having origins in any of the black racial groups or Africa);

Hispanic (of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other

Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race);

Asian American (having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East,

Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands); and
American Indian and Alaskan Native (having origins in any of the original people

of North America and maintaining cultural identification through tribal affiliation or

community recognition).

The dispersion of these minority populations in Washington County is presented in

Figure 7.

^ United States Environmental Protection Agency, http://es.epa.gov/oeca/main/ei/index.html .

^ Executive Order 12898: Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations

and Low-Income Populations. February 11,1 994.
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